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CONSTITUTIONAL AND ELECTORAL LEGISLATION AMENDMENT 
(ELECTORAL EQUALITY) BILL 2021 

Statement 
HON JACKIE JARVIS (South West) [5.34 pm]: I stand today because I have been dismayed by some of the 
comments that have been made in this place and the other place on the subject of electoral reform, particularly 
about me and some of my colleagues on this side of the house. 
I would like to start by reading from the Hansard of 12 October, when the member for North West Central—some 
members might know him—stood in the other place and named all the regional members of Parliament from 
WA Labor. He named me first, funnily enough. He said — 

Are they going to vote to get rid of their jobs? That is what they will be doing. They will get rid of their 
jobs, … 

How dare he! The suggestion is very clear. He is saying that we are not worthy of preselection. He is saying that 
WA Labor does not value hardworking regional-based MPs. Not only that, he is actually suggesting that regional 
people are not worthy of preselection at all, unless they are within a system of regional vote weighting. That is an 
insult to his regional constituents. I am not sure. This might be how it works in the National–Liberal Party alliance, 
but not in WA Labor. 
Hon Neil Thomson followed up on Tuesday, 26 October. I quote Hon Neil Thomson. He said — 

My plea to members is to please reconsider … 
He was speaking to us — 

for the sake of your own reputation … 
President, I might be new to this place, but to paraphrase Madonna, I am not here like a political virgin, touched for 
the very first time. I do not need advice on how to keep my reputation intact. In fact, I found the whole commentary 
a little patronising. As the 2014 WA Rural Woman of the Year, and in 2019 Rural Community Leader of the Year 
in the Australian Farmer of the Year Awards, I have built a career representing the interests of regional WA. Nothing 
in the Constitutional and Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Equality) Bill that we have discussed today 
will stop that. 
Despite the “laziness and selfishness” of the opposition—I note, President, that I am quoting from an article that 
was published in The West Australian today, which attributes those words to Hon Nick Goiran—it may indeed 
make up some ground here in 2025, and perhaps some us will not be here in the forty-second Parliament. But for the 
member for North West Central and for members opposite to suggest that regional MPs should vote against this 
bill on the basis of self-interest, is repugnant. If I or some of my colleagues are not here in 2025, we will be okay. 
We are all readily employable. There are some impressive CVs on this side of the house. The repeated suggestion—
because that is what it has been: a repeated suggestion—that people who live in regional WA will not be worthy 
of preselection on the basis of electoral reform is an insult. 
It is not just the people in this house who have been called into question. On 12 October, the member for 
Central Wheatbelt said — 

I cannot imagine the people of Warren–Blackwood … would have been so generous in their support of 
the Labor Party if there had been a sharing of the government’s position on electoral reform … 

She went on to say — 
The opposition opposes the Labor government’s plan to slash regional representation in our Parliament. 
We oppose silencing regional Western Australian voices. We oppose disenfranchising those who live, 
work and invest in our regions … 

I am happy to inform the house that the electorate of Warren–Blackwood is well served by the new member of 
the Legislative Assembly, Jane Kelsbie. Those who know her would know that she is a woman who is not easily 
silenced. That is yet another slight on the capacity of regional women in WA Labor. Jane Kelsbie has over a decade 
of international business experience. She has worked for the BBC in London. Before she joined WA Labor, she 
was a respected CEO of a not-for-profit in the great southern region, and the first female president of the Denmark 
Surf Life Saving Club. I know that Hon Terry Redman was well liked and respected, but do not suggest that voters 
in Warren–Blackwood have been disenfranchised. They have Jane Kelsbie living and working in Denmark and, 
as Hon Dr Steve Thomas noted, my office is also in the electorate of Warren–Blackwood, in Margaret River. The 
constituents of Warren–Blackwood have never had better representation. 
I do not begrudge opposition regional members their places here. I will not suggest that they are not worthy of 
preselection again. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Some may be. 
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Hon JACKIE JARVIS: It is certainly not my place to suggest that regional members of Parliament may have to join 
the Liberal “The Clan” faction to secure their place in the forty-second Parliament. I will however reject the notion 
that there are some fictional factional overlords ready to dump Labor regional members. We are indeed a party of 
factions, President, but we are open and honest about it. I stand in this chamber shoulder to shoulder with my regional 
colleagues from a number of different factions, because we are all here as members of a party that has always stood 
up for equality. 
On Tuesday, Hon Martin Aldridge said — 

I have no confidence in the long term that the government will genuinely seek to preselect regional champions 
to ensure that we have some form of meaningful representation … 

He suggested the party will — 
… support factional allies to get preselected and elected, and then buy a holiday house in Broome, 
Margaret River or Albany … 

There is no need for anybody to buy a holiday house in Margaret River; although I highly recommend it because 
I already live in Margaret River. I am a proud member of the United Workers Union. I hate to break it to opposition 
members but the regions do not belong to the Nationals WA. There are Labor voters across regional Western Australia, 
and we will not be walking away from them. They include people represented by the broad range of unions involved 
in the Labor Party—metalworkers, maritime workers, miners, aged-care and disability service workers, farm and 
agrifood industry workers, transport, supply chain and logistics workers, cleaners, security guards, early childhood 
educators, education assistants and many, many more. 
Hon Martin Pritchard: Including retail. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Yes, retail workers, hospitality workers—I could go on. 
Nothing in the Constitutional and Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Equality) Bill 2021 will remove the 
ability for regional voices to be heard in this house. The opposition is obsessed with the notion that regional members 
will not be preselected, and I can only assume that they are reflecting on their own preselection processes, because 
they are certainly not reflecting on ours. 
 


	CONSTITUTIONAL AND ELECTORAL LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (ELECTORAL EQUALITY) BILL 2021
	Statement


